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88 Journal of American Folk-Lore. 

The melody is very soothing, but I am not sure whether it is the same as 
that printed in the work referred to. 

Ellen Chase. 
Brookline, Mass. 

Corrections to be made in Vol. VII. — The following corrections 
are to be made in the volume of the Journal of American Folk-Lore for 
1894 : — 

P. 150, I. 24. For "French" read "Trench." "A select glossary of 
English words used formerly in senses different from their present," by 
Richard Chevenix Trench, sub. voc. 

P. 320, 1. penult. For " Maerobius," read " Macrobius." 

P. 320, 1. ult. Add In Somnium Scipionis, comment., lib. i. cap. xiv. 

H. W. Haynes. 



LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Boston Branch. — December 21, 1894. The regular meeting was held 
at the house of Miss Kelly, Channing Street, Cambridge, Prof. F. W. Put- 
nam, President of the Branch, presiding. Mad. Sigridr Magnusson, of 
Cambridge, England, a native of Iceland, made an address on " Icelandic 
Folk-Lore and Superstitions." She observed that the first settlers in Ice- 
land found already present higher powers whom they considered it a duty to 
propitiate. Even blood feuds arose out of supposed defilements of places 
which this or that chief man supposed to be a favorite haunt of some 
special deity. Their religious feeling found expression in an enactment 
of the year 930, which forbade ships to sail to Iceland with prows repre- 
senting gaping snouts or throats of beasts of prey, lest the guardian spirits 
of the land should be frightened. The early settlers chose their places of 
abode under the supposed guidance of some tutelar deity, and many of 
these peculiar superstitions still exist in the country. Mad. Magnusson 
particularly described the belief that certain families are followed by the 
family ghost, which appears to them on the eve of important events ; these 
spirits are known by name, and possess a history connected with the family. 
She gave examples of other Icelandic superstitions, and sang folk-songs 
used during the carding of wool and spinning. 

January 18, 1895. The monthly meeting was held at the house of Miss 
Mixter, 219 Beacon Street, Boston, Prof. F. W. Putnam, presiding. The 
paper of the evening was by Mr. W. C. Bates, whose subject was the 
" Creole Folk-Lore of Jamaica." This was said both to savor of Africa 
and to have been affected by white influence ; also reflecting the peculiar 
character of the island and its tropic life, its gorges and beaches. Par- 
ticular attention was given to the characteristic proverbs, of which the 
speaker had formed a collection, which will probably appear in the Jour- 
nal of American Folk-Lore. Examples were given of the Creole nursery 
tales, called " Nancy Stories," that is to say, tales of the ananzi or spider. 



